
ELEMENTARY GUIDELINES 
DISPLAY AND SAFETY 

 

 
DISQUALIFIED PROJECTS - NO Elementary Division student project can involve: 
● Growing bacteria or mold of any type 
● Firearms, explosives or discharge air pressure canister devices (i.e. potato guns) 
● Causing pain, suffering, sickness or death of an animal 
● Breaking Local/State/Federal Law 
● Production of ANY amount of consumable alcohol 
● Any activity or substance that presents a danger to the student, other people or the environment, 

including hazardous chemicals or radioactive materials 

PROJECT BOARD DISPLAY GUIDELINES 

All student project boards must follow GARSEF guidelines to be displayed in the exhibit hall. These 
guidelines reflect age-appropriate practices scientists use to present their knowledge. The elementary 
criteria align with the International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) standards followed in secondary 
fairs and support the development of these skills. 

Please review the Disqualified Project list above before registering for GARSEF. 

● One project per student or team. 
● Each project must be displayed on a project board. 
● Project boards will be displayed on tables that are 36 inches high. The size of the project board 

may not exceed the following measurements: 15” deep, 48” wide, and 60” high. These can be 
purchased at local craft and office supply stores. 

● Written material, drawings and pictures should be securely attached to the project board with tape 
or glue - no staples. 

● Use only paper and photos on your project boards. Students should take photographs of 
project steps as a visual explanation of their effort. Anything in addition to paper or photos will be 
removed or the board will be disqualified.  

● Students must ask permission before photographing other individuals for the project board. 
● Be sure to properly credit/list all sources of graphics and photographs on the project board. 
● Electricity will not be available. 

ITEMS ALLOWED IN EXHIBIT HALL 
● Project board. 
● Project Notebook (optional.) 
● Phone, laptop, computer (GARSEF is not responsible for lost or damaged items; electricity is not 

available.) 
● Book(s) to read while waiting. 

ITEMS FORBIDDEN IN EXHIBIT HALL 
● Demonstrations items. This is not a demonstration fair. Judges want to hear what the student 

learned. Photographs of the project will suffice. 
● Photographs or pictures of animals or people in surgical techniques, dissections, or necropsies. 
● Food and beverages are not allowed in the Exhibit Hall. 
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