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Important Dates to Know 

Before 
Fair 

Sep 3, 2026 
3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Teacher orientation on-line. It is critical that at least one person 
from each participating school attend this orientation. 

Dec 1, 2026 School Registration opens. 

Jan 8, 2027 All elementary schools must be registered by this date 

Jan 19, 2027 Ideally, all school fairs should be completed by this date 

Jan 26, 2027 Deadline for teachers to submit student projects to GARSEF. 
All requirements for each project should be complete (Steps 1-4). 

Friday Fair 
Setup 

Feb 19, 2027 
2 - 7 pm 

Check-in and set-up of all projects at Palmer Event Center 
This can be done by student, parent, or teacher 

Saturday 
Fair! 

Feb 20, 2027 
9:30 - 1:30 am 

Exploring Science Open! 
All students need to be supervised while in the Exploring Science area. 

Feb 20, 2027 
9:30 - 11:15 am 

5th - 6th grade judging of students 
Students should be at their projects 15 minutes early 

Feb 20, 2027 
12 - 1:45 PM 

3rd - 4th grade judging of students 
Students should be at their projects 15 minutes early 

Feb 20, 2027 
2 - 4 pm 

Public viewing of all projects. 

Feb 20, 2027 
2:30 - 4 pm 

Elementary Award Ceremony for everyone. All students will be 
called to the stage by Grade, District, and School for group photos. 

Feb 20, 2027 
4 pm 

Project boards are taken down and discarded . 
Please remove any project boards you wish to keep before this time. 
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Introduction 

A science project integrates many diverse skills, including reading, writing, math, statistics, ethics, 
critical thinking, and use of computers, graphics, scientific methodology, and public speaking.  
The journey to and through the Science Fair is one of self-discovery. It teaches children to develop 
questions into formal, testable, and solvable problems. It helps prepare them to approach life's 
challenges systematically. Learning outcomes and finding answers offer powerful self - validation. 
The GARSEF Elementary Division  is a non-competitive event where students are judged based 
on specific, age-appropriate criteria rather than against other students. Judging sheets align with 
TEKS so teachers should find it beneficial to promote the Science Fair in their learning environment.  
Verbal feedback is given to each student during judging and each student receives a first, second, or 
third place ribbon. The elementary division also has a few special awards given to projects fitting the 
presenter’s criteria. Note: The Elementary Division does not advance to additional fairs. 

How can I help my student(s)? E ncouragement and guidance are the most valuable contributions 
an adult can give, along with ensuring the young scientists conduct their experiments in a safe 
manner. E ach project should reflect your child's individual effort and design. T he project's 
performance at the S cience F air is less important than what your child accomplishes and learns in the 
discovery process. 

Y our child might need help with: 
● selecting an age- appropriate project 
● planning and managing the project timeline -  watch out for registration deadlines! 
● getting to libraries, museums, nature centers, universities, and more 
● technical work, such as construction or photography—or, for the youngest, drawing straight 

lines 
● explaining the project to an audience. Y ou might, for example, play the role of a S cience F air 

judge and ask probing questions 
● Y ou can find more information on our P arent/ S tudent/ T eacher webpage. 

What’s NEW 
● NEW in 2027! We have updated our website to make it more user friendly. Check it out! 

● NEW in 2027! We have many new helpful documents on our website for parents, teachers, and 
students. See our elementary resources page to see what information might be useful to you. 

● Continuing in 2027! Schools sending 10 or more projects are required to send at least one 
volunteer or judge to help with the fair. This can be school staff or parents. We have shifts 
available on Friday and Saturday. Thank you for your help in keeping our fair running smoothly!  

● Continuing in 2027! Students will not be allowed to bring demonstration items to the fair and 
can only use paper on their project board - no extra items attached. Make sure there are 
numerous pictures on their board and that the student can clearly explain the process. You can 
find more information in the Project Information section. 

● Continuing in 2027! GARSEF Merchandise will be available for pre-order purchase at the end 
of January. There will be two days available for purchase and items can be picked up at the 

https://austinscience.org/elementary/resources
https://austinscience.org/
https://austinscience.org/elementary/resources
https://austinscience.org/get-involved
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event with a proper reciept. 

Old News but Still Important 

● Our Project registration deadline is January 26, 2027.  All project submissions need to be 
completed by this date. It is the school sponsor’s responsibility to see that this is completed.  

● T he registration  process  involves completing each of the four steps below. More details will 
be provided in the R egistration section of our website and in this document. 

1. R egister your school. 
2. R egister each project. 
3. S ubmit an online R esearch P lan for each project. 
4 . P ay your school’s invoice. 

●  We recommend you plan your school fair  ( if  you have one)  on or before J anuary 21, 20 27 to 
help you meet our R egional F air deadline requirements in time. 

● T he number of projects allowed  from each school  is based on school size. 

● Fees - The entry fee is $25 per project. S chool invoices with instructions on how to pay can be 
found on each school page. S chools will be charged for every project registered on J anuary 
26, 20 27. Y ou can remove a project from participation before that day and not be charged. 

● T he 20 27 fair will be held in person F ebruary 19 - 20 , 20 27, at 
Palmer Event Center : 9 0 0  B arton S prings R d, Austin, T X 7870 4 . P arking is free! 

● Photo and Video policy . Individuals are entering a public space when participating in the 
G reater Austin R egional S cience and E ngineering F air. B y doing so, consent is given for 
photos or videos to be used on the web or other medi a. Parents can request a No Photo Badge 
at Check- In. GARSEF Staff will not video or photograph students with this badge. We cannot 
control what other participants may do with photos/videos they take.  

● Students will need a physical project board for the Regional Fair . Please review our 
updated Display and Safety Guidelines before reviewing their project boards.  

● Each student will receive a first, second, or third place ribbon after their project is judged.  

● On the day of the fair, students need to have a responsible adult on site at all times. 

● More information can be found online: www.austinscience.org 

Registration  

General Information for Schools (public, private, charter, and home) 

School Sponsors  

This sponsor can be a parent, teacher, PTA member, or someone on staff at the school.  The 
school sponsor is responsible for attending orientation, registering your school and projects, ensuring 
students complete the online Project Research Plan, making school payment, and communicating 
with other teachers and parents. The sponsor is not required to attend the fair. If you would like to be 
placed on our elementary email list, please sign up on our Orientation Page  or directly in this form.  

https://austinscience.org/elementary/registration
https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/ELEM_Dhttps:/austinscience.org/images/pdfs/ELEM_DSChecklist.pdf
http://www.austinscience.org/
https://austinscience.org/elementary/orientation
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3n9IqB9yrmARL62YYpbs7H8UMaCa1bGCmW9P13HYMcUyPlQ/viewform
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Y ou can edit or delete your information at any time by returning to the email form.  Monthly 
reminders will be sent out through November and weekly reminders will be sent out December 
through J anuary.  
If you do not receive emails, please email us  to let us know there is a problem.  

Home schools  

Each homeschool will need a sponsor to register the school and project(s) online. 
A private and public-school student can register as a homeschool only if they are the only student 
participating from their school. If more than one student from a school wishes to participate, an 
approved school sponsor is required. Email us for more information.  

Maximum projects allowed per school 

The number of projects allowed per school is limited by school enrollment.  You can email us 
to request additional projects, but we cannot guarantee places beyond what is listed below.  

School Enrollment  Max Projects Allowed  
0–499 students  12 projects maximum 
500 –699 students  14 projects maximum 
700 –899 students  16 projects maximum 
900+ students  18 projects maximum 

Fees 

T he entry f ee is  $25 per project . T hese fees need to be made in one payment ( check or credit 
card) . Invoices can be retrieved from your school page. T ip: register your school’s projects only after 
parents have agreed to allow their child to attend. 

Deadlines (see Important Dates) 

Incorrect and incomplete school documentation, as well as missed deadlines, cause a great deal more 
work for teachers, parents, and G AR S E F  organizers. Due to space and time limitations, late 
registration will not be permitted. 

GARSEF Merchandise 

S hortly after registration closes, we will open a web page where students, parents, and teachers can 
purchase G AR S E F  T - S hirts. T he time frame for purchase is only two days. T hese items will be paid 
for online and picked up at the event ( Wednesday -  S aturday.)  G AR S E F  will not be responsible for 
shirts not picked up before close of the event. If  for some reason a teacher/ parent cannot pick up an 
ordered item, they can have someone else pick it up with a proper receipt.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3n9IqB9yrmARL62YYpbs7H8UMaCa1bGCmW9P13HYMcUyPlQ/viewform
mailto:susan@austinscience.org
mailto:susan@austinscience.org
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Registration Steps:  

Step 1: Online School Registration (completed by January 6, 2027 ) 

After December 1, 20 26, navigate to the registration button on the elementary page of our website 
to access the school registration page. Y ou will need to fill out or verify your school information and 
submit the number of expected projects to be sent from your school. T his can be changed any time 
before the registration deadline. Please register your school before January 8th to assist us in our 
preparation. Space is limited, and only schools registered by the deadline are guaranteed space at 
the fair. You have until the final registration deadline to can cel completely.  
Once your school is registered, you will receive a link to your school page -  Bookmark it! You will 
return to your school page to register your projects.  

Step 2: Online Project Registration (Must be completed by January 26, 2027) 

Part 1 - Project Registration 

It is beneficial to have parent confirmation that their student plans to attend GARSEF before you 
register them. If some of your winners cannot attend the regional fair, you can send alternates if done 
before the January 26th deadline.  
Go to your bookmarked page from Step 1. On this page, you can register projects, view/print your 
invoice, see your submitted research plans, and make changes to your registrations.  
To register projects from your school, you will need basic project information:  

● project title,  
● student names – type correctly, this cannot be changed after registration, 
● grades – type correctly, this cannot be changed after registration. 

Y ou can also put in other information as you register projects online.  
● If  there are language issues or special needs that judges or science fair staff need to know 

about, you can enter it at that time.  
● We will have a few special awards given to elementary students. Y ou can nominate your 

students for award consideration when you register the projects. C riteria for these awards can 
be found on our elementary awards page starting in J anuary. 

Part II - Research Plan 

Every project needs to complete an online Research Plan. S ponsors will be given a link to share with 
participating students on their school page. T his form can be filled out by the teacher, student, 
parent, or adult volunteer, but the words need to be from the student. It is the responsibility of 
the school sponsor to see that all Research plans are completed. S ponsors will have a link on 
their school page to verify R esearch P lan completion. T eams only need to submit one R esearch P lan 
per project.  
Last year we added a field for parent emails. This field will be used to communicate emergency 
changes to the schedule because of weather and announce when the 2-day T-Shirt Sale will begin.  
This is not a required field. In case of last-minute change (weather), we will notify school sponsors who 
will be responsible to notify students and parents. 

https://austinscience.org/elementary/registration
https://austinscience.org/elementary
https://austinscience.org/elementary/awards
https://austinscience.org/plan
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We have made a practice research plan available on our webpage for students to write a rough draft 
of their R esearch P lan before submitting it online. T he questions on the template are identical to the 
online R esearch P lan so students can just copy/ paste information from the practice plan into the 
online form. Use the link provided on your school page to fill out the online R esearch F orm. 

Please note, filling out the template is not the same as filling out the form.  

Project Information 

Elementary Project Categories (2 categories) 

3rd -  4th grade  
5th -  6th grade (A sixth-grade student attending middle school must enter the Junior Division. 

A sixth-grade student attending an elementary school may choose to enter either fair. The 
Junior Division (judged on a different day) follows modified ISEF rules and students need 
to register using STEM Wizard before October 14, 2026. A parent/teacher should attend 
the Junior/Senior Orientation in September. Contact us if you have questions about this.)  

Individual and Team Projects 

Students may conduct a science project individually or in teams (max 3 students/team.) If team 
members are in different grades, they will be judged according to the grade level of the older 
student. Only one project per student is allowed. 

Types of Projects Allowed  

● Experiments -  a student asks an experimental question, forms and tests a hypothesis, and 
draws conclusions. E xample: “I tested batteries to see which brand lasts the longest in a 
flashlight.” 

● Engineering Designs  -  a student sees a need, and then designs and creates a product to fill 
that need. E xample: “I tried to design a stronger bridge and here is how I did it and I learned 
this.” 

● Exhibits  -  a student has an item or items that they ask a question about or study in order to 
answer a question. E xamples: “Here is a toy windmill I bought and this is how it works. My 
question was "How does a windmill work?". T hen by doing research and playing with it I learned 
this....O r T his is my rock collection, this is how I organized it and why, this is what I learned 
about rocks..... “(Exhibits or research papers are discouraged in older grades, 5th -  6th .) 

Disqualified Projects 

NO  E lementary Division student project can involve: 
● G rowing bacteria or mold of  any type 
● F irearms, explosives or discharge air pressure canister devices ( i.e. potato guns)  
● C ausing pain, suffering, sickness or death of an animal 
● B reaking L ocal/ S tate/ F ederal L aw 
● P roduction of  ANY  amount of consumable alcohol 

https://austinscience.org/plan
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● Any activity or substance that presents a danger to the student, other people or the 
environment, including hazardous chemicals or radioactive materials 

PROJECT BOARD DISPLAY GUIDELINES 

All student project boards must follow G AR S E F  guidelines to be displayed in the exhibit hall. T hese 
guidelines reflect age- appropriate practices scientists use to present their knowledge. T he 
elementary criteria align with the International S cience and E ngineering F air ( IS E F )  standards 
followed in secondary fairs and support the development of these skills. 

P lease review the Disqualified P roject list above before registering for G AR S E F . 

 
● One project per student or team.  
● Each project must be displayed on a project board.  
● Project project boards will be displayed on tables that are 36 inches high. The size of the 

project board may not exceed the following measurements: 15” deep, 48” wide, and 60” high.  
These can be purchased at local craft and office supply stores.  

● Written material, drawings and pictures should be securely attached to the project board with 
tape or glue -  no staples. 

● Use only paper and photos on your project boards. Students should take photographs of 
project steps as a visual explanation of their effort. Anything in addition to paper or photos will 
be removed or the board will be disqualified. 

● Students must ask permission before photographing other individuals for the project board.  
● Be sure to properly credit/list all sources of graphics and photographs on the project board.  
● Electricity will not be available. 

 

Items Allowed in Exhibit Hall  
● Project board.  
● Project Notebook  (optional.)  
● Phone, laptop, computer  (GARSEF is not responsible for lost or damaged items; electricity 

is not available.) 
● Book(s) to read while waiting.  

 

Items Forbidden in Exhibit Hall  (these must be removed before students can enter the Exhibit 
Hall.)  

● Demonstrations items.  This is not a demonstration fair. Judges want to hear what the 
student learned. Photographs of the project will suffice.  

● Photographs or pictures of animals or people in surgical techniques, dissections, or 
necropsies. 

● Food and beverages are not allowed in the Exhibit Hall.  

  

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/ELEM_ProjectBoardTemplate.pdf
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Palmer Events Center Information 
T he entire event is held at the P almer E vents C enter in Austin, T X.  
 9 0 0  B arton S prings R oad, Austin T exas 7870 4  

P arking is free for volunteers, judges, teachers, and parents during the S cience F air. 

Schedule Overview (see Important Dates) 

Friday Check-in and Board Setup  

All project boards should be checked in to Palmer Events Center the night before the Fair.  
A teacher or school representative may bring all project boards to the Center, or parents may bring 
the boards individually. If one person brings multiple projects, have them take pictures of the 
registration cards they will receive at the registration tab le to send to participating students.  
Check-in is a 3-step process:  

● C heck the project board in at the registration tables to receive your project booth number. 
● P ass through Display and S afety to get your board and project approved. T his is a safety 

check to see that there are no rule violations ( see above) . 
● S et up your project board at your assigned booth number.  

Saturday - Fair Day!  

What Students can expect during judging 

● Students should arrive 15 minutes prior to their judging period. Doors will open 30  
minutes before each judging period. P arents/ teachers can escort their students to the correct 
booth in the exhibit hall before judging begins. P arents/ teachers are asked to leave before 
judging begins. 

● If  you forgot your booth number, visit the R egistration T able or Information B ooth for 
assistance.  

● Students should remain by their projects until they are judged . T his may take 30  
minutes to 2 hours. T alk to your student( s)  about how long they may have to wait so they are 
prepared. 

● Students should be prepared to provide a brief presentation of their project and 
answer questions from the judge . T heir presentation should be about 2 minutes and then 
they should interact with the judge and their questions. T he interview is the most important 
part of the judging criteria.  

● Once judging is complete,  the judge will place a sticker on their table, the student will 
receive their ribbon, and they will be escorted by a volunteer to the seating area by the 
dividing wall. If  students are not staying for the award ceremony, they can take their project 
board with them at this time. S tudents will be taken to the stage in the order they were judged. 
F rom there, they will be reunited with their parent or guardian. 
A few projects will be selected by judges F riday evening for an additional interview. T hese 
students may be asked to remain until a S pecial Awards judge interviews them. T he student 
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can choose to remain for consideration or leave after the primary judge concludes their 
interview. 

● No food or drink is allowed in the exhibit hall.  
● Bathroom Breaks. B athrooms are available inside the E xhibit Hall. A volunteer will escort 

students to the bathroom and then back to their projects. 
● If  a student has an important question or a sudden need, there are many volunteers positioned 

throughout the E xhibit Hall. T hey can ask for assistance. 
● S ee the “P reparing for S cience F air” document for further information. 

What Teachers and Parents can expect during judging 

● T he E xhibit Hall is staffed with numerous G AR S E F  staff and volunteers. T hey will monitor the 
Hall throughout the judging sessions, escorting students to the Awards Hall when their 
interviews are complete. 

● P arents and teachers will be asked to leave the E xhibit Hall before judging begins and wait in 
the Awards Hall ( the room next door) . J udging cannot begin until all parents/ teachers exit the 
E xhibit Hall. P arents or responsible adults are expected to remain on- site during judging. 

● O nce a student has been judged, s/ he will be escorted to a holding area near the Awards Hall. 
T hey will then be called on stage in the Awards Hall, their name will be announced, and parents 
or teachers can approach the stage to pick up their child. Each child will need to verify their 
own adult before they are released. We have safety protocols we follow. Do not ask for 
students to be released through the dividing wall. Wait in the Awards Hall where you can see 
and hear students as they cross the stage. 

Exploring Science! 

E xploring S cience is a free community event held at P almer E vents C enter on the morning of the 
G AR S E F  E lementary Division judging day for elementary students and their families. L ocal 
organizations and C ity Departments provide hands- on, interactive activities and demonstrations in 
S T E M fields ranging from animal to behavioral and plant sciences as well as chemistry, engineering 
and robotics. Children need to be supervised by a parent or guardian in the Exploring 
Science area at all times.  

Public Viewing 

Saturday, February 20, 2027 from 2:00 -4:00 P.M.  
T he E xhibit Hall will be open for the P ublic to view the E lementary P roject boards. T his runs 
concurrently with the Awards C eremony. S tudents are welcome to invite friends and family to come 
see their work and the work of others. T here is free parking and entry available. P arents and teachers, 
please supervise your children at all times.  
If  students wish to save their project boards, remove them from the E xhibit Hall before 4 :0 0  P .M. 
T he facility begins cleaning at the conclusion of our Awards C eremony and all remaining project 
boards will be discarded. 

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/ELEM_Preparing4ScienceFair.pdf
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Awards and Awards Ceremony 

● P lacement R ibbons will be awarded before the student is released from the project hall. 

● During the Awards C eremony, S pecial Award winners will be announced and all participating 

students can go on stage. T hey are called to the stage in groups ( by district, school, and grade 

level) . S tudents are encouraged to take their ribbons onstage with them. Y ou will have an 

opportunity to take a quick photograph at this time. 

● S tudents, teachers, and families are encouraged to attend the Awards C eremony. If  you 

cannot stay for the ceremony, you can pick up your project board during the P ublic V iewing 

time or have a teacher or friend pick up the board for you. B oards not picked up will be 

discarded by Palmer Staff immediately after the ceremony.  
● Awards will be listed on our website after the Ceremony. If there is a missing award, please ask 

your child’s teacher or sponsor to contact GARSEF staff.  
● This is a non-competitive event. Judges' decisions are formulated using TEKS -based criteria 

and are final. 
● Photos  will be uploaded to the web page in the days following the event. If you know a family 

who does not want photos publicized, they may request a NO PHOTO badge at the 
registration table before the judging period. These students should not go on stage during the 
awards ceremony as these photos will be taken and published. 

Website Information 
G AR S E F  Web T ree: 

J unior and S enior Division 

General Parent Page  
Elementary Division  

  Teacher/Sponsor Orientation  
  Resources   

P arent and S tudent R esources ( teachers also need to be familiar with these 
documents)  

R esources in S panish ( duplicate of the P arent documents in S panish)  

S ponsor R esources ( needed to help students get to G AR S E F )  

   C urriculum R esources ( resources for classroom teachers)  

   L essons P lans /  Model L essons ( model lessons G rades 3- 5)  

  Registration  
  Awards  
 G et Involved! J udges and Volunteers 

S ponsors 

 AS E F  

https://austinscience.org/elementary
https://austinscience.org/elementary
https://austinscience.org/
https://austinscience.org/secondary
https://austinscience.org/parent
https://austinscience.org/elementary
https://austinscience.org/elementary/orientation
https://austinscience.org/elementary/resources
https://austinscience.org/elementary/registration
https://austinscience.org/elementary/awards
https://austinscience.org/get-involved
https://austinscience.org/sponsors
https://austinscience.org/asef
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