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Before you begin:

Use only paper on your Project Board.

Your Project Board should be completed after the experiment is concluded.

Use your project notebook to complete the sections on your project board.

Refer to the Display and Safety Checklist as you create your board. Make sure you follow
the guidelines for qualifications, size, and items that are allowed.

The order of information should make sense and be visually interesting. Be sure to use
colors, photos, and graphs to add interest to your board.

The project board should help the judges and others better understand your project.

Basic Project Board Example:

Question | Pro j ect Title | Conclusion
| Materials | | Photos |
Background Info i
ackground Info | 3%
" f [ References
| Proceedure | | Charts |

Hypothesis |

| Results | | Credits

Variables | i ‘ i

The following sections are recommended for your Project Board
These sections can be in any order but should make sense to you and the judges.

Title

e Choose aninteresting title that is descriptive of your project.

Problem and/or Question
e Based onyour background research, identify a question that your experiment is trying to

answer.

e The question must be something that you're able to test.

o Anexperiment is the test where one thing (a variable) is changed and the results of


https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/ElemDSChecklist.pdf

that change are measured. All other things in the test must be the same.

Background Research/Information
e Write a brief overview of what your background research said about your topic.
e This should be a brief summary of your research.

Hypothesis
e List what you thought would happen before you did your experiment. This should be your
best educated guess based on your research.

Materials
e Listallitems - tools and materials — needed to conduct your experiment.
e List the exact sizes, quantities, and characteristics for each material.
e Include details so someone can use instructions from your project to do your exact
experiment.

Procedures
e List, in order, the steps that you followed when doing your experiment.
e Include details so someone can use instructions from your project to do your exact
experiment.

Results

Record the measured/observed results of your tests.

Include a brief, written description.

Use photos, charts, and/or graphs to show your results.

Present your data clearly so that a judge can understand your results.

Conclusion

Use evidence to support the answer (your claim) to your project question.
Explain how evidence did or did not support the hypothesis (your reasoning).
Tell how these findings apply to the “real world”.

Explain in what ways you could improve your project.

References
e C(ite at least 3 sources for your background information on your project. These could be
websites, articles, people interviewed, or books.
e List enough information that someone else could find these resources. Include title,
author, publisher, and/or date retrieved from the web.
e Referencing Guide -

o Book : Author; Book title; Publisher, publication date.

o Online Encyclopedia : Author, when available; “Article Title”; Encyclopedia Name.;
Publisher Name, Publication Date when available. Date you found (accessed) article

o Website Article or Video : Author; “Article Title”; Home Page title.; Date you visited
the website.; Main part of website address.
Video : Name of video ; Video creator(s), and date of publication or copyright
Individual : Name, field of expertise

Acknowledgements
e Identify the person(s) who took your photos (including yourself).
e Clearly credit the source of any images, diagrams, drawings not created directly by you
that were used in your project including websites.
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The Interview:
You will need to arrive at your project about 15 minutes early. Your teacher or parent can remain with
you until judging begins.

Judges will have about 6-8 minutes at each project.

You can prepare a 42 minute presentation of your projects. Keep this presentation short so that
judges have time to ask you questions.

Judges want to find out how much you know about your experiment. Be sure you understand and
are able to talk about what you’ve learned from your project.
Judges may ask questions like:
e Why did you choose this topic?
How did you come up with your testable question?
How much help did you have on your project?
How did you organize your research?
How did you present your data?
What did you learn?
What would you do differently?

We have a “Preparing for J udging” video on our website with actual judges to help you learn what
judges are looking for from our elementary students.

Practice presenting your project and answering questions with an older sibling or adult before the
fair.

Dress so judges know that you are serious about being at the Science Fair and presenting your ideas
to them.

Comfort Issues:

Wear comfortable shoes - you will be standing on hard concrete floors for several hours.

Bring a sweater - it can be cold.

Bring a book, tablet or game to occupy you while you wait. You might have to wait a while.

Final Note:

Judges offer their time because they are interested in the work young scientists do and want to help
them. They want you to do your best. They are not trying to trick you so relax and share what you did

in your experiment with them. They really want to know.

Remember to thank them for their interest in your work.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7L9pajtOuDk&list=PLuDNGfaBHW63ILZNQD5jSmsQ-rRsQGO7F

