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Austin Science Education Foundation

The Austin Science Education Foundation (ASEF) promotes students' knowledge of and 
involvement in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math by preparing them and teachers for 
the Greater Austin Regional Science and Engineering Fair, conducting the fair and supporting 
students selected to advance to subsequent competitions.

ASEF has programs that support teachers and students in STEM research. 

• Student Mentor Program - Mentors work with students to assist with their science fair 
projects in schools new to the science fair (mainly Title I schools). 

• Teacher Support Program -  Former science teachers are paired with new teachers to support 
them throughout the science fair process.

If you would like more information on our programs, please contact JrSrStaff@austinscience.org. 

mailto:JrSrStaff@austinscience.org
https://austinscience.org/asef


Austin Science Education Foundation Staff

Ingrid Weigand
Executive Director of ASEF

Finance, Logistics, 
Judge Coordination
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Volunteer Coordination,

SRC Co-chair

Susan Selman
Elementary

Fair Coordination

Jill Rhoden, Ph.D.
Fair Director of GARSEF

Teacher and Student Support, 
SRC Chair



Teacher Support Program Mentors

Marla Menchaca
 Independent Projects Support

Teacher Mentor

Erica Brokaw
HS Teacher Mentor

Jill Rhoden
Teacher Support Program Coordinator,  

Teacher Mentor

Donna Misthos
Student Mentor Program Coordinator, 

Teacher Mentor

Midge Kimble
MS Teacher Mentor



2026 GARSEF Statistics

•Students and Projects
• Sr. Division - High School
• Schools 38 (2025 - 28)
• Students 590 (2025 - 407)
• Projects 431 (2025 - 331)

• Jr. Division - Middle School
• Schools 43 (2025 - 46)
• Students 739 (2025 - 595)
• Projects 552 (2025 - 435)

•Judges and Volunteers
• Over 700 Judges and Volunteers

• We ask that each school send the 
following for every 10 projects:

• 1 Judge
• 1 Volunteer 

• Middle Schools must send 
• 1 Hall Monitor for every 10 

projects

www.AustinScience.org
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Schedule Highlights - Big Picture

• Greater Austin Regional Science and Engineering Fair
• Project Check-In: February 17, 2027
• Judging and Award Ceremony: February 18, 2027

•

• Texas Science and Engineering Fair
• April 2-3, 2027 – Texas A&M, College Station (Top 2 projects advance for each 

category)

• Regeneron International Science and Engineering Fair
• May 7-12, 2027 – Los Angeles, CA (Top 5-6 Senior Division projects advance)

 

Schedule
 

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/JSSchedule.pdf


Important Dates to Know - Preparing for GARSEF
Getting Started:
• September 2, 2026  Attend Teacher Orientation (Check! 😃 You are HERE!)
• Log in (or Register if you are new) to your Teacher STEM Wizard Account

• New teachers can request assistance:  Teacher Mentor Support Program
• September 8, 2026  Student Registration opens - teachers should be registered first
• October 14, 2026** Student Account Creation Deadline in STEM Wizard (Student & 

Project Information milestones)
• New Account Creation Worksheet! to help students gather information needed to 

create account - especially recommended for middle school
• November 18, 2026**  Files and Forms Recommended Submission (including pre-approval 

signatures) in STEM Wizard  
• Except: Junior Division Form 2C JR if required; Senior Division Form 2A (NEW!) 

and Forms 2C and/or 7, if required
• Manage student projects and any outstanding paperwork needed.

** Moved up to an earlier date from last year

 Schedule
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyQvtC0WHMEbSuEKOLpntHq_TZlbxUQNf5m90l9ooYHQOvkQ/viewform?usp=header
https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/JSSTEMWizardAccountCreationWorksheet.pdf
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Important Dates to Know - Preparing for GARSEF
Wrapping up:

• January 4, 2027 Abstract (in Files and Forms) and Additional Information milestone added in 
STEM Wizard

• January 8, 2027 Junior/Senior School Pre-Registration Form Submission (NEW!) Gives us an 
approximate number of projects the school plans to bring and confirms the approval signatures have 
been verified.

• January 15, 2027 Abstract and Additional Information Milestone Recommended Submission in 
STEM Wizard

• January 21, 2027 Project Registration Submission Deadline: only projects with all milestones 
completed can be selected to advance to GARSEF. Teachers need to deactivate all projects not 
advancing or your school will be charged for them.

• January 21, 2027 Senior Division Teachers submit plagiarism reports
• GARSEF Regional SRC Review
• February 5,2027 Submissions for Judges Review Deadline (this includes the virtual project board) 

 
Schedule

 

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/JSSchedule.pdf


Important Dates to Know - Fair Week!
Fair Setup:  
Wednesday, Feb 17, 2027    
2:30 - 7:00 pm Check-in and set-up of projects at Palmer Event Center 

Day of Fair!  
Thursday, Feb 18, 2027 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Senior Division judging 
1:00 - 3:45 pm Senior Division top-tier judging 

(students will be notified during morning judging if they 
advance)

1:30 - 4:30 pm Junior Division judging
7:00 - 9:00 pm Junior and Senior Award Ceremony
9:00 - 9:30 pm Dismantle projects

•

 
Schedule

 

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/JSSchedule.pdf


Project Numbers and Fees for 2027

www.AustinScience.org
 

• The number of projects allowed by each school is 60 projects.

• Fees - The entry fee is $25 per project. 

• For middle and high schools, invoices will be e-mailed by the Austin Science 
Education Foundation after the Regional Fair with instructions to pay. 

• Schools will be charged for every project registered on January 21, 2027.

If your school does not have funding for project fees, consider asking 
parents/guardians/PTSA for assistance.  The school will be responsible for 
collecting and paying the fees to GARSEF.

http://www.austinscience.org


🔬 For Larger Grant Opportunities

● Society for Science STEM Research Grants
● Society for Science Advocate Program

󰳓 Teacher Research Conferences

● Middle School: STEM Research Teachers 
Conference

● High School: STEM Research Teachers 
Conference

💡 Education Foundation  
Small classroom grants for hands‑on or innovative 
projects.

󰔡 Family Support  
Short classroom messages often bring quick help for 
materials or fees.

🏫 PTA/PTSA Mini‑Grants  
PTAs frequently fund classroom initiatives that promote 
engagement.

🌐 DonorsChoose  
Easy way to crowd‑fund classroom needs — perfect for 
covering the $25 fee.

🛒 Amazon Wishlists  
Share materials lists with families or community 
supporters.

🎓 Funding Options for Student Projects

https://www.societyforscience.org/stem-outreach-programs/stem-research-grants/
https://www.societyforscience.org/stem-outreach-programs/advocate-program/
https://www.societyforscience.org/stem-outreach-programs/middle-school-research-teachers-conference/
https://www.societyforscience.org/stem-outreach-programs/middle-school-research-teachers-conference/
https://www.societyforscience.org/stem-outreach-programs/high-school-research-teachers-conference/
https://www.societyforscience.org/stem-outreach-programs/high-school-research-teachers-conference/
https://www.donorschoose.org/donors/marketing_landing.html?challengeId=22593806&rf=ad-bing-2026-01-evergreen_brand_hungermlp-donor&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=evergreen&utm_content=brand_hungermlp&gclid=4e2edd385767180ff463b741a602e1a0&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=4e2edd385767180ff463b741a602e1a0
https://www.bing.com/aclk?ld=e8xfu2oZYoN8UxNCcfUfJp4jVUCUyCNslo7cWS8-l_Fxs026oVe214pVgl3VvGm-q8hGwPEqSZAKTddshq3iXReni2EWlGqgkw71z1tlAB50GAUEy5YJtSRW9_0N4ZxmezMO1nchToFNqDtkRzR3bQA7ED3XaJrXuKSSvch8Kx3q8VpqUN18MjkLerE1MBW_0NVz5RTzbGThqLiHK8DD7gmcBNhWk&u=&rlid=471a46c6db4c195ae4522cbb0f7b4d62


Important Teacher Resources

• 📖  GARSEF Junior and Senior Division Handbook

• ✅   Teacher Checklist

• ⏰   Project  Guideline and Time Requirement

•         ISEF Rules and Guidelines

•         ISEF Rules Companion Guide

•         GARSEF website Teacher Resources Page

•         STEM Wizard Help Page

www.AustinScience.org
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Projects Overview
• Can be done by an Individual or a Team of up to 3 students 

• Must be selected when setting up account in STEM Wizard. This can’t be changed.

• Compete in one of our 20 Scientific Categories 
• New! Categories for GARSEF this year:  

• Computational Biology and Bioinformatics (CBIO)
• Biomedical Engineering (ENBM)

• Please talk with your Math, Computer, and Robotics Colleagues about participating.

• May only contain one year of continuous research
• Research on a topic may continue over multiple years but must contain new elements and 

must be declared a continuation project. ISEF Form 7 required for Senior Division

www.AustinScience.org
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Projects Overview

• Must abide by ISEF Rules and Guidelines
• GARSEF Rules supersede ISEF Rules

• Junior Division students are NOT allowed to 
• perform any research or submit any projects in which the student has designed or utilized 

firearms or any type of explosive projectile or air canister devices, including potato guns.
• work with hazardous or potentially explosive chemicals. 

• Senior Division students are only allowed to conduct these types of projects under proper 
adult supervision when they have exactly followed the ISEF rules. 

• BSL-2 projects may not be conducted in a school lab.
• Senior Division: Common Paperwork Mistakes and ISEF Quick Reference 

Document 

www.AustinScience.org
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Projects (continued)

• Ideas for Projects:
• Virtual Exhibit Hall

• Ideas for Science Fair Projects Document

• Ideas for Atmospheric Science/Meteorology Projects
• Be CURIOUS!
• Make observations
• Ask questions

www.AustinScience.org
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TOP IMPORTANT ITEMS!

Research Plan:  
• This is the most important document!!!  
• Students must use details!!!  
• Written in future tense
• Must Contain: 

• Rationale
• Research Question/Hypothesis(es), Engineering Goals
• List of Materials
• Procedures
• Risk and Safety
• Data Analysis 
• Bibliography

Descriptions of components provided on Student Research Plan Template

www.AustinScience.org
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TOP IMPORTANT ITEMS!
Research Plan ADDENDUM:

• If any changes occur to a part of the Research Plan, students must include an Addendum. 
• The Addendum is a summary of the changes and should go at the end of the Procedure section 

and any other sections that may have changed like Materials or Risk and Safety.
• NOTE: Some Addendums might require obtaining or returning to IRB/SRC approval!

• If the procedure changes include anything that may increase risk, such as adding or changing 
human participants, vertebrate animals, PHBA, or hazardous devices/chemicals, students 
should obtain re-approval from their Adult Supervisor and if required, IRB/SRC 
approval/re-approval.

• If a student already has IRB/SRC approval but needs re-approval, students should upload 
additional forms into STEM Wizard in the Additional Forms section.

• Please reach out to JRSRStaff@austinscience.org with any questions.
• To add the Addendum to the Research Plan in STEM Wizard:

• Use FILL/EDIT for the Research Plan and AFTER the original procedure plan, add 
‘Addendum’ and follow with a summary of the changes.  Complete for other appropriate 
sections.

• DO NOT change the original approved Research Plan - only ADD the changes.

www.AustinScience.org
 

mailto:JRSRStaff@austinscience.org
http://www.austinscience.org


TOP IMPORTANT ITEMS CONTINUED!
Pre-Approval Signatures! and Form Completion!

• Treat this like field trip forms - forms should be completed

• AFTER the student(s) submit their Research Plan and 

• BEFORE experimentation.

www.AustinScience.org
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New Items for 2027:  ISEF  2027 Modifications
All Projects:
● Mentorship disclosure:  All students are required to disclose any support they may have had 

and whether they received paid or unpaid mentorship.  
○ Junior Division: a completed and signed copy of Form 2C JR: Middle School Mentor and 

Research Location Form must be uploaded as an additional file in “Files and Forms” in STEM 
Wizard.  See the guiding arrows document for instructions.  

○ Senior Division:  Students who worked with mentors, either virtually or in person, or worked 
at a research location other than school or home, are required to submit ISEF Form 2C. 

● Artificial Intelligence (AI) may be used as a resource but must be cited and given proper 
acknowledgment. A student is expected to do independent work and all materials presented 
must be in the researcher's own words. A student may not use generative AI to write the 
research plan, abstract, poster or to create citations (it is known to hallucinate and falsify 
references).  See ISEF Guidelines for AI Use.

www.AustinScience.org
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ISEF Modifications:  More Rule Changes
Human Participant Rules:
● Students are prohibited from disclosing research data from their study and/or from providing advice, 

diagnostic or medical information to participants without direct supervision and involvement of a medical 
professional.

● For studies involving minors, if the study includes a survey, the survey must be attached to the consent 
form as part of the written parental permission process and parental permission obtained prior to the 
minor accessing the survey.

● Studies that involve recruitment and interaction with human participants online or via the internet are 
allowed if they adhere to all of the human participant rules above regarding consent processes and 
restrictions, including obtaining written parental permission for studies involving minors. This written 
parental permission must include a copy of the survey and be obtained prior to a minor accessing the 
online survey. In order to protect the confidentiality of the participants, it is extremely important that IP 
addresses, as well as the data provided, be safeguarded.

Vertebrate Animal Rules:
● Student researchers are prohibited from performing euthanasia.  Clarification has been added for 

euthanasia for agricultural/aquacultural projects raised for food.  See “After Experimentation/Euthanasia” 
section.

www.AustinScience.org
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ISEF Modifications:  More Rule Changes

Potentially Hazardous Biological Agents (PHBA) Rules:
● Clarification of prion rule: All studies involving the use of prions or commercially available purified 

prion-like proteins are prohibited. This includes studies working with amyloid-beta (Ab), tau, 
alpha-synuclein, transactive response DNA-binding protein of 43kDa, amyloid fibrils, and Huntingtin 
protein. Studies involving plasmids that contain genes encoding prion-like proteins are also 
prohibited.

● Students are prohibited from collecting water samples during a Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB). 
Qualified personnel may collect the water samples and provide the student with the samples for 
testing. Testing of water collected during an HAB must be done in a BSL-2 lab, under BSL-2 
conditions.

● Studies involving animal models that have been bred to express prion-like proteins, including but 
not limited to C. elegans and Drosophila, are permissible in a BSL-1 laboratory, if the studies are 
behavioral only and do not involve lysing or dissection of cells or purification of proteins. Work 
involving the lysis of cells or cell lines and/or purification of prion-like proteins must be conducted in 
a BSL-2 laboratory, under BSL-2 conditions.
Under Exempt Studies:

● Studies involving Lactobacillus, Bacillus thuringiensis, nitrogen-fixing bacteria (excluding 
cyanobacteria), oil-eating bacteria, and algae-eating bacteria introduced into their natural 
environment (not exempt if cultured in a petri dish environment).

www.AustinScience.org
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ISEF Modifications:  Even More Rule Changes
Tissue and Body Fluid Rules:

Exempt Tissue Clarifications:
● Plant and vertebrate non-primate BSL1 established cell lines and tissue culture collections 

(e.g., obtained from the American Type CultureCollection). The source and/or catalog number 
of the cultures must be identified in the Research Plan and on forms 6A and 6B Form 3.

● Collection and/or study without culturing of eggs, pasteurized milk or fresh/frozen meat and 
meat by-products obtained from food stores, restaurants, or packing houses.

Hazardous Chemicals, Activities, or Devices Rules:
● Projects involving chemicals that are listed as carcinogenic, teratogenic, or reproductive 

system damaging on the SDS must be conducted at an RRI or in a restricted access fume hood 
outside of the regular classroom (i.e. school lab). The qualified scientist and direct supervisor 
must have training in the usage, safe handling, and disposal of the chemicals.

● Under DEA Controlled Substances, #2 was edited to remove marijuana, as its federal 
designation changed:  All studies using DEA Schedule 1 substances (including marijuana) must 
have the research protocol approved by DEA before research begins. Schedule 2, 3 and 4 
substances do not require protocol approval by DEA.

www.AustinScience.org
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ISEF Modifications:  And Even More Rule Changes

FORMS:
● Form headers were edited for clarity and consistency 
● Student Support Disclosure Form (2A) – NEW!

○ This is a new form that is required for all projects.  It can be filled out before or after 
experimentation by the finalist.  Only one form is required per project.

● Qualified Scientist Form (2B) 
○ Renumbered to be 2B instead of Form 2
○ Added question about scientist’s role in student’s research:  Please describe your 

anticipated role in this project and the duration of your support.
● Regulated Research Institutional/Industrial Setting Form (2C) 

○ Renumbered to be 2C instead of 1C
○ Added question:  What was the duration of your support of this student project?

● Human and Vertebrate Animal Tissue Form (6B)
○ Checkboxes were added to question 1 to provide more tissue options.

www.AustinScience.org
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Important Things to Know:  Display and Safety
Project Boards and Display & Safety:

• No objects other than boards, binders, laptops/tablets and ISEF paperwork 
requirements will be allowed in the exhibit hall. This means demonstration items are 
not allowed. Only paper and photos should be on the physical project board. 

• Height of projects allowed is changed to 8 ft. Therefore, boards should be no more 
than 60” tall. Double boards won’t work.

• Individual citations are required for every image/photo/chart/graph on the project 
board, including student created images.  

• For images created by the student(s), they must include the application used to 
create the image and the year the image was created. Example - “Image created 
by Student Researcher using Canva, 2027.”

• See ISEF D&S Graphic Guidance for more information and examples

www.AustinScience.org
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Important Things to Know: Display and Safety

Project Boards and Display & Safety:

• Both physical and virtual project boards are required 

• Make sure the physical board can stand on its own within the allowed space!

• Students’ virtual project boards should be saved on-line (ex. Google Drive) in 
order to display boards in our virtual exhibit hall. 

• Please make sure the document is viewable by anyone with the link. 

www.AustinScience.org
 

http://www.austinscience.org


Important Things to Know: General Safety
Safety 

• Have students get those pre-approval signatures! 

• BSL-2 projects will no longer be allowed to be performed at school. These projects must 
be done at a regulated research institution and supervised by a qualified scientist (GARSEF 
rule for 2026). Culturing unknown bacteria the student(s) collected is only BSL-1 if the 
samples are sealed and not reopened. Any project where the student cultures unknown 
bacteria from the environment and then opens the test tube or petri dish to subculture or 
analyze the sample is a BSL-2 project.

• BSL-1  ISEF Safety Checklist

• BSL-2  ISEF Safety Checklist

www.AustinScience.org
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Important Things to Know: SIT
Scientist in Training (SIT)

• IF parent/guardian and teacher approval was obtained prior to experimentation AND the projects 
were conducted safely, projects that are missing some required documentation may be admitted 
under the SIT program.

• SIT projects will be judged with their peers but cannot advance to other fairs and therefore are not 
eligible for 1st-3rd category places.

• See GARSEF Junior and Senior Division Handbook for full description

Senior Division Plagiarism Reports and Submissions for Judges Review:
• Any Senior Division projects missing one or both of these items will be disqualified but allowed to 

participate at GARSEF as a Scientist In Training (SIT) only. 

• This SIT Project decision is at the discretion of the Fair Director in consultation with the SRC. 

www.AustinScience.org
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Important Things to Know:  Communication
• The GARSEF website has been reorganized!  

• Check it out for resources!
• TIP!  If you right click on one of the documents, you can choose Open Link in New Tab.

• Newsletters (Junior/Senior Division) 
• Sent on Tuesdays (except around holidays). 
• Please email jrsrstaff@austinscience.org to get added to the junior/senior division 

newsletter distribution list.

• Elementary Division news:
• Please fill out this form. 

www.AustinScience.org
 

http://www.austinscience.org
mailto:jrsrstaff@austinscience.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3n9IqB9yrmARL62YYpbs7H8UMaCa1bGCmW9P13HYMcUyPlQ/viewform
http://www.austinscience.org


• All Junior and Senior Division registration will be done through STEM Wizard. 

• Paper forms will not be accepted. 

• STEM Wizard has milestones with deadlines that students will need to meet in order to participate. If a 
student fails to meet a deadline, their account may be deactivated, and they will not be able to compete.

• STEM Wizard Help Page STEM Wizard
 

https://austinscience.org/secondary/stem-wizard
https://garsef.stemwizard.com/
https://garsef.stemwizard.com/


STEM Wizard Registration and Management Resources

• General
• STEM Wizard Registration Steps

• Teacher
• STEM Wizard Teacher Registration and Student Management Guide

• Students
• STEM Wizard Account Creation Worksheet (for students)
• Student STEM Wizard Registration Guide
• SW Student - Completing Paperless Files and Forms in STEM Wizard

STEM Wizard Help Page
 

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/JSSTEMWizardRegistrationSteps.pdf
https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/TeacherSTEMWizardGuide.pdf
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https://austinscience.org/secondary/stem-wizard


Middle school students need to follow ISEF  and GARSEF rules.
• Documentation Required for ALL Junior Division Projects:

• Texas MS Safety and Consent Form - includes ethics statements, media release, and 
approval for setting up an account with STEM Wizard. All students will use the SEND LINK 
within STEM Wizard to send emails to obtain approval signatures from parent/guardian, 
teacher/adult sponsor, and any additional signatures required.

• Research Plan
• Abstract

• Documentation that may be required for certain projects:
• Form 2C JR - Mentor and Research Location Form
• MS Informed Consent Form Example 

• It is up to the student and teacher to make sure that all paperwork is filled out properly, including 
dates (approval signatures must be before start date). Students must have parental/guardian 
approval to use STEM Wizard. 

• STEM Wizard Help Page
STEM Wizard

 

JUNIOR DIVISION

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/MSSafetyConsent.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GMfzjXElvamZvFihUd7fpQzjEM4qGwbSQw93KNGnOvs/edit
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https://austinscience.org/secondary/stem-wizard
https://garsef.stemwizard.com/


Junior Division - Texas MS Safety and Consent Form, page 1

Safety and Consent Form
 

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/MSSafetyConsent.pdf


Junior Division  - Texas MS Safety and Consent Form, page  2

Safety and Consent Form
 

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/MSSafetyConsent.pdf


Junior Division  - Form 2C JR - Mentor and Research 
Location

● Texas has added 
a form to indicate 
if a Junior 
Division student 
worked with a 
mentor or at a 
research location 
other than school 
or home.

● The form is on 
Student 
Resources Page 
under Forms and 
Templates.

Form 2C JR - Mentor and Research Location

https://austinscience.org/secondary/student-resources
https://austinscience.org/secondary/student-resources
https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/MSMentorandResearchLocationForm.pdf


Junior Division  - Informed Consent Example

MS Informed Consent Example

● We have added an 
example of a human 
informed consent form 
that MS students can 
use if they are working 
with human 
participants.

● The template is on 
Student Resources 
Page under Forms and 
Templates.

● Parental Written 
Consent is required for 
all participants under 
age 18.

https://austinscience.org/secondary/student-resources
https://austinscience.org/secondary/student-resources


SENIOR DIVISION

Required Paperwork for ALL Senior Division Projects
• Participation Agreement (IN STEM WIZARD NOW!  HOORAY!) 

• Includes ethics statements, media release, and parent/guardian approval for setting up 
an account with STEM Wizard.  All students will use SEND LINK  within STEM Wizard 
for approval signatures.

• ISEF Forms 1, 1A, and 1B, 2A (NEW!)

• Research Plan

• Abstract
• STEM Wizard has a Rules Wizard (for Senior Division only) that will help determine what forms 

students need to fill out for their project. It is up to the student and teacher to make sure that 
all paperwork is filled out properly, including dates (approval signatures must be before start 
date). 

• If you work with both middle and high school students, make sure that you are using the 
correct documentation for your students. STEM Wizard is set up to assign the correct 
documents by division. www.AustinScience.org

 

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/SRParticipationAgreement.pdf
https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/ISEFForms.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GMfzjXElvamZvFihUd7fpQzjEM4qGwbSQw93KNGnOvs/edit
https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/JSAbstract.pdf
http://www.austinscience.org


Senior  Division  - NEW!!  Participation Agreement

Participation Agreement
 

Use FILL/EDIT and 

SEND LINK to obtain 

signatures

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/SRParticipationAgreement.pdf


Humans as participants 

Requires prior IRB approval

Human Participants:  
(Form 4)

Vertebrate Animal studies 

Requires prior SRC approval

Vertebrate Animals: 
(Form 5)

CAN’T BE DONE AT HOME

Requires prior SRC approval

Microbiology PHBA 
(Form 6)

Three Project Warning Flags!!!
Stop and read the rules or ask questions!!!

ISEF Forms are not required for the Junior Division. However, these types of projects 
require additional signatures on the Safety and Consent Form. ISEF Rules and Guidelines

 

https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/MSSafetyConsent.pdf
https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/rules-and-guidelines/


IRB (Institutional Review Board)
• Human Participant Studies – require pre-approval

• All three members must sign ISEF Form 4 (Senior Division)
• School Administrator
• Medical or Mental Health Professional (minimum of RN or licensed social worker)
• Educator

• You can have more than three members on the committee
• One member signs Form 1B, section 2a (Senior Division)
• For Junior Division, a School Administrator and a Medical/Mental Health Professional 

must sign the Safety and Consent Form
• The adult sponsor, parent or close relative of the student, direct supervisor, qualified 

scientist, or mentor may not serve on the IRB for that student.
• Projects involving human participants that are done at a regulated research institution 

(RRI) require IRB approval from the RRI. The school IRB is not sufficient.

www.AustinScience.org
 

http://www.austinscience.org


SRC (Scientific Review Committee)
• Vertebrate Animals and Microbiology(microorganisms, blood, bodily fluids, 

etc.) Projects – require pre-approval
• Three member on the SRC (Senior Division)

• Biomedical Expert:  graduate degree in Microbiology, Biomedical Research, related 
field or equivalent experience

• Educator
• One other member

• Multiple people can be chairs of the SRC, but only 1 chair must sign Forms 5A (vertebrate 
animals) and/or Form 1B, section 2a (Senior Division)

• For Junior Division, a Biomedical/Biological Scientist or a Veterinarian must sign the 
Safety and Consent Form

• The adult sponsor, parent or close relative of the student, direct supervisor, qualified 
scientist, or mentor may not serve on the SRC for that student.

• For projects involving vertebrate animals that are done at a regulated research 
institution (RRI), a Form 5B and a copy of the IACUC for the project is required.

www.AustinScience.org
 

http://www.austinscience.org


Questions?
• Any Questions?

www.AustinScience.org
 

http://www.austinscience.org


Returning Teacher Orientation
Junior and Senior Division 

www.AustinScience.org
Junior/Senior Division Handbook

Questions??
Contact us at JRSRstaff@austinscience.org 

http://www.sciencefest.org
https://austinscience.org/images/pdfs/JSHandbook.pdf
mailto:jrsrstaff@austinscience.org

