
This m
ust 

be dated BEFORE th
e 

“A
ctual S

tart 
Date” o

n Form
 1A.

Fit as much of the title as 

possible.

This i
s th

e Science te
acher 

NOT th
e parent o

r m
entor.

The checkboxes should match 
the documents for your project.

Actual signatures are 
required. Adobe 
e-signatures are acceptable. 
However, typed names will 
not be accepted in place of a 
signature.



This should be the teacher.

IF the student has continued 
his/her project,  their 

paperwork (except Form 7) 
should focus on the work 
from the current project 

cycle.

This should be the date that the 
student started collecting data, after 

approvals.

A Form 2C is required for a 
mentor, even if virtual. The rules 

wizard will only add this if you 
select research institution or 

industry setting (place of 
business).

This should be based on Form 1 

responses.



The research plan is the most important 
document because it provides 
the regional SRC board the necessary details of 
the planned research. 

This detailed description of the research guides 
the Scientific Review Committee (SRC) to be able 
to determine if the proper forms were 
completed and if they contain the correct 
information.

It must be VERY detailed and clearly delineate 
the role of the student vs. the role of the 
mentor. Use the provided Research Plan 
template and save it as a PDF.

The entire Research Plan must be in FUTURE 
tense!!
It must include proposed and actual start and 
end dates.
It must include a detailed research plan.
It must have all work site information completed.
It must identify student and mentor role.
It must include any use of AI in the procedure, 
and AI use must be cited.



Every student needs their own 
Form 1B (including teams). 
Actual signature or Adobe 

e-signature required, NOT a 
typed name.

Do NOT 
write anything

 in this space. The 
regional and/or
state SRC signs

here.

This must be dated BEFORE the 
“Actual Start Date” on form 1A.

This must be signed if the 
student’s project requires SRC 

or IRB approval (Forms 4, 5A, or 
6A) and the student did NOT 

work at a research institution. 
Signed if box 1 of Section 3 is 

checked on form 6A.

This must be signed if the student’s 
project does not require SRC or IRB 
approval (Forms 4, 5B, or 6A) and 
the student did work at a research 
institution. Signed if box 2, 3 ,4 of 
Section 3 is checked on form 6A.



This is the TEACHER

This is the person who monitors the 
experiment process. Can be teacher if at 
school, parent if at home, scientist or lab 

technician if in a lab.

Applies to some projects that require extra 
supervision. Must have a graduate degree in 

the same area of study as the research 
project.

Student signs here!



This must be dated 
BEFORE the “Actual Start 

Date” on Form 1A.

If needed, this must be 
dated BEFORE the 

“Actual Start Date”  on 
Form 1A.

New question 2027



If any of the research was done at a standard 
research facility (college, pharmaceutical company, 
environmental testing facility, etc.), a facility where 
advanced research is allowed (certain high schools or 
local labs), or an industry setting or other place of 
business, the 2C form is required.

If the student worked with a mentor (virtual or 
on-site) other than the science teacher, the 2C Form 
is required.

If the project is to be a data analysis only and the 
data is publicly available, then a Form 2C is not 
needed unless the student received mentor support.

If data is covered by privacy rules/laws (ex. Patient 
data) or from a private source (ex. Proprietary data), 
then the student must show documentation of how 
the data became available and how/why they were 
allowed to view it and study it.

The best thing to do is have the mentor attach to this 
form a short letter on their letterhead explaining that 
there were no HIPAA violations. This is even if the 
data was de-identified.

This s
hould be th

e  M
entor o

r B
usin

ess 

Manager (i
ndustr

y sit
e).

New question 2027

From completed by the 

Mentor or Business Manager

If needed, this must be dated 
AFTER the “End Date”  on Form 

1A.



This must be dated 
BEFORE the “Actual Start 

Date” on Form 1A.



ALL signatures  must be dated 
BEFORE the “Actual Start Date” on 

Form 1A.

This form is to be filled out by the SCHOOL or DISTRICT IRB. Be sure 
that your school IRB is aware of the rules and limitations of student 

research projects. 

For more information and the full list of rules:
https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/human

-participants/ 

The teacher, mentor, 
parent or relative of 
the student can NOT 

sign this form to 
avoid a conflict of 

interest.

Determined if Form 2B is 
needed by IRB

Must be checked for 
any research project 
using minors

Check Yes if project is More 
than Minimal Risk

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/human-participants/
https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/human-participants/


This is just an example of a consent form. 
You MUST submit a copy of whatever consent 

form will be used any ALL survey questions. If the 
survey will be done online, submit a copy of all of 

the consent questions as a part of that survey.



Actual signatures are 
required. Adobe e-signatures 

are acceptable. However, 
typed names will not be 

accepted in place of a 
signature.

ALL signatures  must be dated 
BEFORE the “Actual Start Date” 

on Form 1A.



This must be dated AFTER the “End 
Date” on Form 1A.

You MUST attach a copy of the actual 
IACUC form with the protocol number.

Actual signatures are 
required. Adobe 
e-signatures are 

acceptable. However, 
typed names will not be 

accepted in place of a 
signature.

Make sure they got these!



This must be dated BEFORE
 the  “Actual Start Date” 

on Form 1A.

This is the person who monitored 
the student’s experimentation 

(usually the teacher).

Local SRC signature is no longer required on Form 6A. 
However the local SRC must review this form and the 

research plan prior to signing Form 1B, section 2A.



Actual signatures are 
required. Adobe 

e-signatures are acceptable. 
However, typed names will 
not be accepted in place of 

a signature.

This must be dated BEFORE
 the  “Actual Start Date” 

on Form 1A.

New options 2027



Continuation projects MUST include this form.  For the 
immediately prior year, researcher MUST attach BOTH the prior 
year’s Abstract and Research Plan.  For any years farther back, the 
researcher MUST include the Abstract for each additional prior 
year’s work.

A continuation project is one that is built off of work previously 
performed. Students must show that they are testing a new 
variable or line of investigation.

Current Year Projects can only present data collected within a 12 
month period and not started prior to January 2026.

This must be dated BEFORE
 the  “Actual Start Date” 

on Form 1A.


